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 DEAR STUDENTS,                                       

I have the honour to welcome you to the Medical
University in Sofia – a university with more than 100
years of history and tradition in higher medical
education, the first of its kind in Bulgaria. And we are
happy that you will join us and experience here one of
the most popular mobility schemes in Europe – the
Erasmus+ Programme.
Medical University-Sofia is a highly valued and
recognized leader in its area of education in all 5
professional fields, as the national ranking of
universities in Bulgaria for the past 6 years has shown.
We are the leading Bulgarian university in Medicine,
Dental Medicine, Pharmacy, Healthcare, and Public
Health, based on academic staff qualification,
participation in international co-operation activities,
number of papers published in national and foreign
referred journals, as well as on teaching programmes
developed in compliance with the EC standards. 

Earlier this year we were awarded the Erasmus Charter for Higher Education with a total score of 100
points, thus committing to comply with the principles proposed in the Program for the European Credit
Transfer System. Our participation in various European and international cooperation projects ensures
that cooperation leads to sustainable and balanced outcomes for all partners, fosters its academic staff
and students to participate in these activities and encourages learning with wider communities. In
addition to this, I would like to stress on the fact that all study programmes in Medicine, Dental Medicine
and Pharmacy are taught both in English and Bulgarian languages. 
Medical University-Sofia integrates the modular system of education and clinical practice in our 13
hospital bases – a fact that both incoming and outgoing students highly appreciate. If the pandemic
situation requires, our teachers are ready to replace or supplement the practical training with efficient
online courses and teaching materials. We have already proved that effective during the academic year
2023/24.     
I hope you feel welcome and at the right place here, at Medical University-Sofia. As you will see, we strive
to develop a community of shared ideas and values, a community based on the ideas of commitment,
dignity, knowledge, and constant development. Because this is the spirit of university education!
Join us and help us make our world better and more sensible! 
Welcome to Medical University-Sofia!
 

Prof. Boycho Landzhov, MD, PhD

Rector of Medical University – Sofia 
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ЕCTS GUIDE
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY – SOFIA

Medical University – Sofia is the oldest National Higher Medical Educational Institution. It was
founded by Decree of His Majesty King Ferdinand in 1917.
Medical University – Sofia comprises four faculties. These are the Faculty of Medicine, Dental
Medicine, Pharmacy and Public Health, along with the Central Medical Library, Medical College for
education of paramedics (social workers, X-ray technicians, laboratory technicians, assistant
pharmacists, dental technicians, etc.) and the Center for Foreign Languages, Physical Education
and Sports (CFLPES). Thirteen university hospitals are associated as clinical educational bases at
the University. Over 82,000 medical specialists have graduated Medical University – Sofia since its
foundation including 10,500 international students from more than 80 countries.
The fundamental goals of the University are provision of superior education of under-, post-
graduate and PhD students, scientific research and delivery of specialized, highly qualified and
modern healthcare. Medical University - Sofia is internationally recognized for the achievements in
cardio-thoracic surgery, neurosurgery, ophthalmic surgery, high-tech diagnostics, prevention
programmes for cardio-vascular and inherited diseases, bone-marrow transplantation,
development of new compounds of synthetic and natural origin, etc.
The main objectives of the University are to provide high-quality education in an environment
supported by research; to preserve and strengthen its position as an educational and scientific
institution of the highest international quality; to inspire high professional and humane virtues of its
graduates in the spirit of the European democracy and tolerance; to foster the formation of high
quality lecturers and instructors and improve their effectiveness.

 



The aims and objectives of the Erasmus+ mobility project are set in line with the European Union
flagship initiatives: Youth on the Move; European Solidarity Corps and the Renewed modernization
agenda of Europe’s higher education systems in compliance with the specific national and
institutional needs and challenges listed in the National Strategy for Higher Education and the
Institutional Strategy for internationalization and the Erasmus+ Policy Statement of Medical
University – Sofia. 
As stated in the main institutional documents listed above, the quality and relevance of learning
and teaching is the main priority of Medical University – Sofia. Our educational goals and learning
outcomes are regularly set up and adopted at meetings of the Academic Council during the
years.
Medical University – Sofia has started to exchange students since 2000, when the Erasmus +
Programme was open for participation for Bulgaria as a pre-accession country in 1999. 
For over 20 years now 150 Erasmus+ Inter-institutional Agreements have been signed with
partner universities from 25 Programme countries and 8 Partner Countries.
During the years of our Erasmus history, over 500 outgoing students have been sent and over 400
incoming students received at MU-Sofia. The number of students who have spent time abroad
for studies and/or internship during their full degree study at Medical University – Sofia is fairly
stable over the times. In the past three years the number of incoming students exceeded the
outgoing ones due to the fact that the education at the Medical University – Sofia explores the
patients’ bedside learning approach. A lot of practical hours are included in the Curriculum.
During the course of studies our students practice in all 13 university hospitals under the
supervision of highly qualified Professors. This opportunity is greatly appreciated by the students
from our partner universities. 
Additionally our Teaching staff has the opportunity to realize teaching and/or training Erasmus+
period at more than 80 partner universities in 25 Programme and Partner counties. Most training
periods abroad were undertaken by academic staff for teaching (75%) followed by general
administrative staff, including the international office (25 %).
Teaching assignment mobility contributes to achieving the objectives set in the strategy of
internationalization of Medical University – Sofia, developed in accordance with the EU
Programme for modernisation and its priority areas and implementation of the Communiqué
2013 on "Open Education", in particular: improving the quality of education through mobility and
cross-border cooperation. Particular emphasis is placed on mobility of teachers, in order to: 
·provide support to promote the development of new ways of learning, in particular the
integration of a wide variety of ways of learning through new forms of personalized learning,
strategic implementation of educational resources, free access to platforms and virtual learning;
·Internationalization of the Medicine curriculum at the Medical University – Sofia with the ones
from European and non-European countries.
·Exchange of research knowledge and results and development of joint research and educational
projects. 
The European Community promotes co-operation between universities as means of improving
the quality of education for the benefit of students and higher education institutions, and student
mobility is the predominant element of the cooperation. The recognition of studies and diplomas
is a prerequisite for the creation of an Open European area of education and training where
students and teachers can move without obstacles. That is why The European Credit Transfer
System (ECTS) has been developed to improve academic recognition for studying abroad.
 



ECTS - EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEM

What is ECTS?

ECTS, the European Credit Transfer System, developed by the Commission of the European
Communities, is designed to provide common procedures to guarantee academic recognition
of studies abroad. It provides a way of measuring and comparing learning achievements of
students by using commonly acknowledged measurements, credits and grades, and
transferring them from one institution to another, thus widening the choices available to
students. In fact, ECTS in no way regulates the content, structure or equivalence of the study
programmes.
ECTS is a decentralized system, based on the principle of mutual trust and confidence between
the participating education institutions. The few rules of ECTS, concerning Information (on
courses available), Agreement (between the home and host institutions) and the Use of Credit
Points (to indicate students’ workload) are set out to reinforce this mutual trust and confidence.

ECTS credits

In general, the ECTS credits are a value allocated to the course units. ECTS credits represent the
workload of a given course or year of academic study at the institution, including lectures,
practical work, seminars, individual work (in the library or at home), and examinations or other
assessment activities. Sixty ECTS credits represent the workload of an academic year of study,
normally 30 credits are given for a semester. No special courses are set up for ECTS purposes,
all courses are compulsory courses for the home students at the participating institutions.
Credits are also allocated to elective courses, project work, thesis, and practical placements,
which form an integral part of the degree programme.
ECTS credits are allocated to the course units only in case the students have successfully
completed the course by satisfying the assessment requirements.



1.The Regulation № 21/30.09.2004 of the Ministry of Education and Science authorized the credit
system to be implemented for all the students at the Medical University – Sofia.

2. Each student at the Medical University – Sofia should earn 60 credits per year from:
- Compulsory courses;
- Participation in scientific research programs;
- Authorship of scientific reports;
- Elective courses (modules).
3.Credits are a digital representation of students’ workload and the learning outcomes of their
study. Credits are awarded upon completing and passing the course with minimum grade 3
(Satisfactory) assessed through exams or other forms of evaluation for acquired knowledge
and skills according to the education plan. 
4.The elective courses are chosen by the students according to their personal interests from a
number of optional courses in the curriculum. A minimum of earned credits is mandatory for all
students.
5.The elective course training is organized by the Course Supervisor and by the department in
authority. The syllabus and schedules for each class are presented to the Dean’s Office in the
beginning of the school year.
6.The Head of the Department in authority issues certificates for completion and passing the
elective courses. A list of the successful students who have completed the course is sent to the
Dean’s Office at the end of the academic year. The course supervisor is responsible for entering
the credits in the student’s academic record.
7.The student is awarded credits for participation in scientific research after presenting to the
Education Department at the Dean’s Office a copy of an abstract, publication and/or projects
accompanied by an official confirmation from the Department or the Project Principal
Investigator that the student has been part of the project/research team in the time period.
8. On condition that the student was not awarded with the required credits for the school year,
the option is a provisional authentication of the year completion. In this case, the required
credits should be obtained in the following year.
9. The students are enrolled in an elective course or a project at the Department in authority.
The responsible persons are the Course Supervisor or the Project Principal Investigator.

THE EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEM AT MU-SOFIA

Description of the institutional grading systemt



GENERAL PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The academic year is as follows: 
Autumn semester: mid- September to December 28th 

Summer semester: mid- February to May 31st

The clinical studies for the medical students are organized in a module teaching
system from September up to the end of July. 

Official holidays

January 1st – New Year

March 3rd – Bulgaria’s National Day, celebration of the liberation from Ottoman rule
Easter (Orthodox Easter is based on the Julian calendar, which often differs from the
Gregorian calendar)
May 1st – Labor Day

May 6th – Bulgarian Army Day

May 24th – Day of Bulgarian Enlightenment and Culture 
September 6th – Bulgaria’s Unification Day

September 22nd – Independence Day

December 24th , 25th , 26th – Christmas 

Academic calendar

The academic year at the
Medical University runs from
mid-September to late
December (Autumn
semester) and from mid-
February to the beginning of
June (Summer semester).
Winter examinations are
from the beginning of
January to the beginning of
February. Summer
examination session is from
mid-June to mid-July.



International Students
1.  Exchange students within the frame of the Erasmus+ programme (Erasmus+Incoming
Students). Medical University – Sofia works within the Erasmus + program with many universities.
Students with proficiency of any language of the EU are welcome to participate. In addition,
Medical University – Sofia offers master programs in Medicine, Dental Medicine and Pharmacy in
English. Erasmus+ exchange students from universities under bilateral agreement are admitted
for up to two years of studies/training; the minimum stay is three months. The international
Erasmus+ students are helped by their Bulgarian mates in any everyday issues. There is an
option to apply for accommodation at the University dormitory. Since the number of rooms is
restricted the incoming students should apply for this option with the application procedure for
admission.
2. International students. Foreign citizens are admitted to Medical University – Sofia in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the Law on Higher Education and of the Ordinance
on State Requirements for Enrollment of Students in Higher Education Institutions of the Republic
of Bulgaria. The candidates are eligible in case they have completed secondary school
education in their home country with a diploma required for admission in a higher education
institution. In addition, the applicants should have grades in Biology and Chemistry in their
secondary education diploma or an equivalent of the diploma for secondary education
document.
A preparatory academic year is organized and carried out by the Center of Foreign Languages,
Physical Education and Sports (CFLPES) at the Medical University – Sofia. The curriculum includes
courses in Bulgarian language, English language and special language training for improvement
of the English language skills in Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy and Physiology.
Foreign citizens who declare Bulgarian or English language knowledge pass a test-exam for
evaluation of the level of their language proficiency.

Detailed description of the Application Procedure and the required documents for admission is
available on the website of the Medical University – Sofia: https://mu-sofia.bg/priem/ksk/priem-
chuzdenci/
Admission and Registration of Erasmus+ Incoming Students

The required documents for incoming Erasmus+ students at Medical University – Sofia are:

Standard Student Application Form

Learning Agreement for Studies/Traineeship

Three passport photographs

Valid transcript of academic records

The deadline for the application procedure is June 15th for students applying for the entire
academic year or for the first semester of the respective academic year only, and December 1st
for students applying for the second semester. Upon arrival all incoming students should report
to the Office of International Relations at the University. In addition, the incoming students should
register with the respective Faculty offices. The admission of the applying Erasmus+ candidates
is based on their sufficient for Medical University – Sofia standards adequate background
knowledge and academic ability to pursue successfully the proposed programme of study.
Erasmus+ students do not pay the due tuition, yet accommodation at the dormitory must be
paid.



Host country formalities
According to the Law of Foreigners’ Stay in the Republic of Bulgaria every foreigner may enter
the country with a valid passport and an entry visa for Bulgaria. Entry visas are issued in all
Bulgarian diplomatic missions abroad. No visas are required from citizens of countries from the
European Union and a number of other countries as well. Upon arrival in Bulgaria every
foreigner (if not accommodated in a hotel) should register in the Passport Service for
Foreigners (Sofia, 48 Maria Louisa Blvd.) to receive a residence permit. Those foreigners who are
admitted as students at the University should present their documents for admission issued by
the University.

Accommodation
Accommodation for Erasmus+ Incoming students can be arranged in several ways:
• Students’ dormitory – Incoming Erasmus+ students may apply for the students’ dormitory.
Limited number of rooms is available – first come, first served. Please state your preference in
the Application Form - https://students.mu-sofia.bg/campus 
• Private flats - A common option for foreign students is to rent a flat within easy reach of the
university for a monthly fee. The cost depends on the size, comfort, location of the housing and
varies between 200 € - 350 € per month. The rent excludes electricity, phone, water supply and
central heating costs.
• Private rooms. Contact Erasmus+ Student Network (ESN) – Bulgaria for help with the
accommodation for finding private rooms from 100 - 150 EUR (monthly). The rent excludes
electricity, phone, water supply and central heating costs. 
For more details contact: https://esnbg.org/
https://www.facebook.com/esnbulgaria
e-mail: bulgaria@esnbg.org 

The International Office of the University will help incoming Erasmus+ students in finding the
accommodation that matches their preferences best: https://mu-sofia.bg/mezhdunarodna-
dejnost/md-kontakti/

Banks and Currency exchange
The lev (Bulgarian: лев, plural: leva, levove/лева, левове) is the currency of Bulgaria, which
equals to 100 stotinki. Banknote denominations include 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 levs, as well as coins
of smaller denominations. One Euro is equal to 1, 95583 levs. The exchange rate to the USD and
other currencies is announced every day by the Bulgarian National Bank. Many local banks and
currency exchange offices function in the capital and in the big cities as well. Big international
banks have offices in Sofia: BNP-Paribas, Bulgarian American Credit Bank, Raiffeisen Bank, ING
Bank, Alpha Bank – Greece, Societe Generale Expressbank, etc. Near the main building of the
university you can find branches of Bulgarian banks, such as Eurobank, Fibank (First Investment
Bank), Unicredit Bulbank, etc. They are usually open between 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. There are
numerous Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) in most cities; they accept cards issued by any
of the major international banking networks (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, etc.). Credit
or debit cards are accepted in most of the hotels, shops, supermarkets, etc.



Catering facilities

Various catering establishments in Sofia can satisfy the different tastes and needs of the
visitors. Along with local specials Italian, Chinese, Indian, Mexican food can be found. Most
restaurants are open 11.00 a.m. – 24.00 p.m. Around the main university building there are small
restaurants and cafeterias offering traditional Bulgarian cuisine, as well as fast food places
where you could get a proper meal for as much as 4.00 – 6.00 Euro. Food expenses may vary
on average daily basis, depending on your personal choice – from 4.00 up to 15.00 Euro. All
food stores work usually until 19.00 or 20.00. There are also 24 hour open stores, and stores
working on Saturdays and Sundays.

Health insurance

Foreign students are advised to get medical insurance in their home country or in one of the
numerous Bulgarian insurance companies. It will cover medical treatment and stay at a
hospital here, should the need arise. There are many clinics and private medical offices where
medical help is offered at a quite reasonable price.

Library

All faculties of the Medical University – Sofia provide access to Internet and e-mail for the
students in their computer rooms. Moreover, in the Central Medical Library, there is a computer
room which offers free access to data bases, Internet, and a number of multimedia products
and videos. The Library has a fund of more than 750 000 volumes, offers computerized book
catalogue of books, issued after 1990, and gives access to more than 800 periodicals. The
Library has a reading room with 35 seats, a student reading room with 40 seats.

Sport facilities
The Medical University has a multipurpose gymnastics hall, which offers excellent conditions for
aerobics, basketball, bodybuilding, badminton, volleyball, and calanetics. The open-air
playgrounds are used for football, basketball and volleyball. Students may use the tennis court
and the swimming pool of the sport club "Academic".

Cost of living

To give an idea of the cost of living in Bulgaria, an estimated monthly budget (in BG Leva;
exchange rate 1 Euro=1.95 BG Leva) as estimated in 2018, might be as follows: text



FACULTY OF MEDICINE
1 St. Georgi Sofiyski Str. 1431 Sofia, Bulgaria

http://www.medfac. mu-sofia.bg

Dean: Prof. DIMITAR BULANOV, MD, PhD 
Phone: +359 2 9521 046,

E-mail: dean@medfac.mu-sofia.bg

The Faculty of Medicine consists of 47 departments and clinical centers. More than 800
academic and research fellows, the innovative equipment and modern views guarantee the
educational, diagnostic and curative, and scientific activities.
The complete course of medical education lasts six years and is organized in three stages.
Preclinical training provides the students with the fundamental biological and medical
knowledge, offering the basis for their clinical training. Clinical training is aimed at acquisition
of knowledge and skills in diagnostics and treatment. Clinical education at the Medical Faculty
after the third year is organized in a modular system. Pregraduation practice is carried out
under the form of rotations at the departments of the University hospitals. It  aims at the
application of knowledge and skills at the patient bedside and at the outpatient’s clinics. The
final state examination comprises five exams in Internal Medicine, Surgery, Pediatrics,
Obstetrics and Gynecology, and Hygiene and Ecology. The successful graduates are conferred
the "Master" degree and qualification “Physician”.

http://www.medfac.acad.bg/
mailto:dean@medfac.mu-sofia.bg


The subjects studied during the first year of the programme are Anatomy and Histology;
Cytology; Biology; Physics; Chemistry; Medical Ethics; Latin language; Foreign Language; Sports.

During the second year students continue their studies in Anatomy and Histology and Foreign
language plus Biophysics; Biochemistry; Physiology; Medical Informatics and Biostatistics;
Social Medicine; Medical Psychology; Microbiology.

Clinical education starts in the third year with Propaedeutics of Internal Medicine and General
and Operative Surgery; in addition the students continue with  Microbiology and start training
in General Pathology; Pharmacology; Pathophysiology; Medical Genetics; and Medicine of
Disasters.
In the fourth and fifth years the education is organized in a modular system and covers the
subjects Internal Diseases and Therapy; Surgery; Clinical Pathology; Pediatrics;Obstetrics and
Gynecology; Neurology; Dermatology and Venerology; Ophthalmology; Oto-Rhino-
Laryngology; General Medicine; Neurosurgery; Orthopedics and Traumatology; Imaging
diagnostics, Nuclear medicine and Oncology; Clinical Laboratory and Clinical Immunology;
Clinical Pharmacology; Hygiene, Ecology and Occupational Diseases.

In the sixth year the modules are in Psychiatry; Urology; Anesthesiology and Reanimation;
Epidemiology, Infectious Diseases, Medical Parasitology and Tropical Diseases; Physical
Therapy and Rehabilitation; Forensic Medicine and Deontology. The programme also includes
clinical clerkships (rotations) in Internal Medicine; Surgery; Pediatrics; Obstetrics and
Gynecology; General Medicine; Hygiene, Infectious Diseases, Epidemiology and Social Medicine.
The Medical Faculty has 57 accredited PhD programs for 3 years full time studies or 4 year part
time studies.

The Medical Faculty is a basis for 3 to 5 year postgraduate education in 52 medical specialties.
The postgraduate qualification is acknowledged after a final examination in front of a State
Examination Commission.















































FACULTY OF DENTAL MEDICINE
1 St. Georgi Sofijski Str.

1431 Sofia, Bulgaria
http://www.fdm.mu-sofia.bg/

Dean: Prof. BOZHIDAR YORDANOV, PhD
Tel.: +359 2 952 05 53

E-mail: dean@fdm.mu-sofia.bg
Erasmus + Faculty Coordinator: Assoc. Prof. Todor Uzunov, PhD

Tel.: +359 2 9541 393 
E-mail: uzunov@fdm.mu-sofia.bg

The Faculty of Dental Medicine was founded by Decree №32/June 24th, 1942 of His Majesty King Boris III.
The Faculty of Dental Medicine is the first autonomous and accredited institution of higher education in
Bulgaria providing training of dental medicine doctors, awarding Masters Degree.

From its start in 1942 until now, over 18 000 students were trained here and over 13 000 Bulgarian and 1400
international students from 64 countries in Europe, America, Asia, Australia and Africa have graduated the
faculty.

The Faculty of Dental Medicine is renovated with 340 new dental units. There are five auditoriums, seminar
halls, research library, pre-graduation training base, post-graduate students’ dental surgeries, Center for
continuing education in Dental Medicine, preclinical practice training rooms, clinical practice 

http://www.fdm.mu-sofia.bg/


training rooms equipped with typodonts, dental technician laboratory, center for CAD/CAM
technologies, Museum on Phylogenesis of Masticatory system, etc. There are a number of well
functioning students’ research circles and research projects.
The education plan and programmes are in accordance with the directives of the European
Union. Currently, 136 highly qualified regular lecturers and teachers work at the Faculty of
Dental Medicine, 61 of them with PdD degree, and 6 – with DSc.

The education of students in dental medicine is organized in three stages with duration of five
years and six months as pre-graduate initernship. During the first two years students receive
medico-biological training. The clinical and medical training is realized from the second to the
tenth semester and includes education in general medical and specialized dental medicine
disciplines. The teaching is carried out by 8 departments. The pre-graduate internship includes
Pediatric Dental Medicine, Conservative Dental Medicine, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery,
Prosthetic Dental Medicine, Periodontology and Orthodontics, and ends with state
examinations. Students who pass them successfully are awarded the qualification of a Doctor
in Dental Medicine and a Master’s degree.

In the first two years the programme covers subjects such as Human Anatomy and Histology,
Human Cytology and Embryology; Human Physiology, Physics; Chemistry; Human Biology;
Dental Materials; Biophysics; Computer Science; Latin language, Foreign Language;
Biochemistry; Microbiology; Pharmacology; Preclinical Pediatric Dental Medicine, Preclinical
Conservative Dental Medicine, Preclinical Prosthetic Dental Medicine; Social Medicine and
Medical Ethics, Medical Psychology, Disaster Medicine, Computer Sciences.
In the third year the subjects are: Pathophysiology; Pharmacology; General Pathology; Clinical
Prosthetic Dental Medicine; Preclinical Pediatric Dental Medicine; Clinical Pediatric Dental
Medicine; Dental Prevention; Dental Public Health; Oral Pathology; Preclinical Conservative
Dental Medicine; Preclinical Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, General Surgery, Hygiene and
Epidemiology; Diagnostic Imaging.

In the fourth year the studied subjects are: Diagnostic Imaging; Oto-Rhino-Laryngology;
General Pathology; Internal Diseases; Forensic Medicine, Clinical Prosthetic Dental Medicine;
Clinical Conservative Dental Medicine; Orthodontics; Dental Prevention; Clinical Pediatric Dental
Medicine; Clinical Oral a Maxillofacial Surgery, Dental Implantology; Dental Allergology;
Pediatrics and Infectious Diseases, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Periodontology.
In the fifth year the subjects are: Clinical Conservative Dental Medicine; Physiotherapy; Clinical
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery; Dermatology and Venerology; Neurology and Psychiatry;
Ophthalmology; Clinical Prosthetic Dental Medicine; Dental Implantology; Orthodontics; Clinical
Pediatric Dental Medicine; Periodontology.

The Faculty carries out specialization in ten specialties: Pediatric Dental Medicine, Prosthetic
Dental Medicine, Oral Surgery, Maxillofacial Surgery, Dental Implantology, Orthodontics,
Periodontology and Diseases of Oral Mucosa, Social Medicine and Public Dental Health, General
Dentistry, Maxillofacial Radiology and Oral Imaging Diagnostics. The Faculty disposes of the
largest library in the field of Dental Medicine in Bulgaria.



































FACULTY OF PHARMACY

2 Dunav Str. Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
Dean: Prof. Alexander Zlatkov, PhD, DSc 

Tel.: +359 02 9236 604
E- mail: dean@pharmfac.mu-sofia.bg

Erasmus + Faculty Coordinator: Prof. Valentina Petkova,
PhD, DSc

Tel.: +359 2 9152 163; Fax: +359 2 954 11 53
E-mail:vpetkova@pharmfac.acad.bg 

Historically, the Faculty of Pharmacy was founded in 1942 as a Department of Pharmacy at the
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Sofia University. In 1951, it was transformed into a
separate Pharmaceutical Faculty at the newly established Medical Academy. The Faculty of
Pharmacy has become part of the newly founded Medical University – Sofia since 1995 and
offers higher education in pharmacy. The Faculty of Pharmacy in Sofia celebrated its 79th
Anniversary in 2021. It has six departments three of which teach pharmacy-oriented
fundamental subjects (inorganic, analytical and organic chemistry, physical chemistry, botany
and mathematics). Another departments offer the specific pharmaceutical subjects, such as
Pharmaceutical technology and Biopharmacy, Pharmacognosy (Phytochemistry),
Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Analysis, Pharmacology and Toxicology, Social
Pharmacy. The medical subjects are taught by the corresponding departments at the Faculty
of Medicine, Medical University – Sofia.
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The education course is organized in three levels and lasts five years. The first level is aimed at
securing fundamental training of future pharmacists. The second level is oriented towards
gaining knowledge and acquiring skills specific for the pharmaceutical profession. The
education is organized in three profiles – general, clinical and industrial, the choice being
made after the sixth semester. Students of both majors study special pharmaceutical and
medical subjects. The third level of the study course  – practicum – takes place in the 10th
semester in public or hospital pharmacies, which are established as training centers. The
assessment of this practical work includes written and oral colloquia. For their graduation
students in pharmacy are obliged to pass a state final certification examination or to prepare
and defend a diploma thesis. The graduates are conferred a "Master" degree and the
qualification of "Pharmacist".
The first year of the programme covers the subjects Mathematics; Biology; Physics and
Biophysics; Latin language; Foreign Language; History of Pharmacy; Applied Mathematics;
Anatomy and Physiology; Inorganic Chemistry.
The second year is dedicated to continuation of Anatomy and Physiology; the other subjects
are Computer Techniques; Analytical Chemistry; Organic Chemistry; Microbiology;
Pharmaceutical Botany; Physical Chemistry.
In the third year the curriculum includes Pharmaceutical Botany; Physical
Chemistry;Pharmaceutical Chemistry; Pharmaceutical Technology and Biopharmacy, Part 1;
Biochemistry; Clinical Chemistry; Hygiene and Ecology; Medical Techniques and Instruments;
Pharmacognosy, Part 1; Pharmacology.
In the fourth year the studied subjects are Pharmaceutical Technology and Biopharmacy, Part
2; Pharmaceutical Analysis; Pharmacology; Social Pharmacy; Pharmacognosy; Pathonatomy
and Pathophysiology; Toxicology; Pharmacognosy, Part 2; Medical Genetics; Clinical Medicine,
Pharmacoeconomics and Pharmacotherapy.
The ninth semester covers the subjects Basics of Clinical Medicine; Pharmaceutical care,
Biopharmacy and pharmacokinetics, Bromatology; Modern Requirements to the Production of
Drugs.

The Faculty also offers instruction to extramural students and postgraduate education in five
subjects: Pharmaceutical Technology and Biopharmacy; Drug Analysis; Medicinal Plants and
Herbals; Clinical Pharmacy; Pharmacology; Hopital pharmacy; Organization and Economics of
the pharmacy and distribution practice and Organization and Economics of the
pharmaceutical manufacturing.

Location
The Faculty building is located in the centre of the city of Sofia, 50 m away from the temple
"St. Alexander Nevski" and 150 m behind the building of the National Assembly, near the
monument of Vassil Levski.



DISCIPLINES
MATHEMATICS: ECTS credits 4.0  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of secondary education. 
Horarium: 
Lectures                 30 Weeks 15
Practicals               30 Weeks 15
Semester: 1   
Contents: Elements of linear algebra and analytical geometry, elements of the theory of numerical
series and numerical functions of one or two variables, elements of differential and integral calculus,
elements of the theory of ordinary differential equations.
Objectives: Gaining of knowledge of the basic fields of higher mathematics necessary for the
understanding of the quantitative methods and models in physical chemistry, biochemistry and 
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FACULTY OF PUBLIC HEALTH

The Faculty of Public Health is one of the four faculties within the structure of Medical University
– Sofia, the oldest and most authoritative academic organization in the field of medicine and
healthcare in the Republic of Bulgaria. The Faculty of Public Health was established with the
support of the Stability Pact and in partnership with leading institutions in the countries of the
European Union and the World Health Organization with Decree of the Council of Ministers
№ 160/20.06.2001. The founder of the Faculty of Public Health is Prof.  Tzecomir Vodenitcharov,
PhD, DSc. The strategy of the Faculty of Public Health is defined by modern ideas and
movement in the European Health for All in the 21st Century, including: 
Public health, which is a primary issue not only for the health sector, but also for other sectors of
public life and various civic organizations;
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- Security of all people that healthcare is affordable, adequate and of good quality; 
- Ensuring the basic right of every person to a good level of physical and mental health,
including the right to adequate healthy food, the right to good housing conditions, the right to
live and work in a safe living environment, the right to access to education and health
information.
The mission of the Faculty of Public Health includes:
- to create a new generation of health managers, prepared for the challenges of the
dynamically emerging market of health services, entrepreneurship spirit and respecting the
universal ethical principles of healthcare practice;
- to provide continuous training and methodical support to health policy makers and
managers in the modernization of Bulgarian healthcare.
- to provide continuous training and methodical support to health policy makers and
managers in the modernization of Bulgarian healthcare.
- to contribute responsibly and creatively to the development of a methodological basis for
educational and research activities in the field of public health and health management;
- capacity building by high-level professionals in public health and health   management to
provide better access to appropriate, sustainable high-quality healthcare;
The vision of the Faculty of Public Health is undoubtedly related to the constant and
stimulated interest in the problems of the public health and the satisfaction of the needs of
the trainees, with an emphasis on the actuality and significance of the theoretical and
practical applied knowledge.
The strategic objective of the Faculty of Public Health is to develop the science and practice
of public health and management and to optimize the organization, coordination and control
of all activities performed. The aim is to form health politicians, managers and specialists
with high managerial competence, with a new type of organizational behavior and
pedagogical professionalism in providing medical and health care in the conditions of a
changing social, economic and health system. All the study programs proposed are in
correlation with the European policy and are adapted to Bulgaria. They are in line with the
priorities and directives of the Bologna Declaration on the Development of Higher Education
in Europe.In the ranking of the scientific directions "Public health" and "Health care" Medical
University - Sofia is the first in Bulgaria.

Erasmus + program

Within the ERASMUS + Exchange Programs, the Faculty has concluded over 60 agreements
with different universities for all majors in the following countries: Estonia, Greece, Spain, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Northern Macedonia, Turkey, Hungary,
Finland, Croatia, Czech Republic. The Faculty of Public Health and the Medical College
"Yordanka Filaretova",with the assistance of the International Integration and Project
Financing Department of the Medical University-Sofia, organize an annually event
"International Erasmus Staff Week". The purpose of the event is to expand international
relations, establish new contacts and share the best teaching practices in the field of public
health and medical care.
Structure of the Faculty of Public Health
• Department of Health Policy and Management
• Department of Health Economics
• Department of Ethics and Law in Medicine
• Department of Social Medicine



• Department of Medical Pedagogy
• Department of Preventive Medicine
• Department of Occupational Medicine
• Department of Health Care
• Department of Health Technology Assessment
• Department of Physiotherapy
• Study department
• Postgraduate training department
• Accounting department
The Faculty of Public Health carries out training in two professional fields. We prepare leaders
with new management style. Future managers are able to effectively manage outpatient and
hospital care in the country.The Faculty of Public Health educates students in the following
specialties and degrees:

BACHELOR’S DEGREE
Public Health and Health Management
Health Care Management
Nursing
Midwifery
Physiotherapy
Emergency Medical Aid

MASTER’S DEGREE
Public Health and Health Management
Health Care Management
Occupational Health
Clinical Medical Care
Strategic Management in the Pharmaceutical Industry
Clinical Trials Management
Medical Cosmetics
Medical Rehabilitation and Balneology 

MAJOR „PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH MANAGEMENT” 
FOR BACHELOR’S EDUCATIONAL AND QUALIFICATION DEGREE  - FULL-TIME STUDY
The program aims to foster and develop students’ practical skills like:
• views on the role and essence of the health management
• critical analysis of problems
• understanding of the issues and priorities of the health system
• Orientation in the economical aspects
• Applying of economical approaches
• identifying of ethical aspects and solving ethical dilemmas
• planning and conducting epidemiological researches
• Knowledge about the main rules and legislation about the drug policy
• Knowledge about the rules of making medicines
• Marketing knowledge about drug policy



• Role, purpose and position of the health insurance in the health policy
• Knowledge about preventing strategies
• Applying the Models of Financing in the Health System
Objectives: The main objective of the discipline is to form modern views on the essence of
the future profession of the students.

Assessment: Theoretical exams & Semester examination

Major Curriculum 







MAJOR “NURSING”
EDUCATIONAL AND QUALIFICATION DEGREE: BACHELOR
Total hours of theoretical
and practical training,
consultations, course
assignments, semester 
and final state examinations
– 5283 academic hours 

Hours of theory – 2010
academic hours, including:
 - compulsory subjects + 2
Freely selectable  – 1980
hours
 - optional subjects – 30
hours

Practical training – 3273 academic hours:
 - Training (clinical) practice - semester 1,2,3,4,5,6 – 1140 hours
 - Pre-diploma (clinical) practice - 1600 astronomic hours (2133 academic h)
 Credits:
One credit corresponds to 30 h workload (auditorium and independent) .
Credits from the course of study – 230.00
Credits from final state examinations – 10.00
Maximum number of credits – 240.00 

Major Curriculum 







MAJOR: MIDWIFERY EDUCATIONAL AND QUALIFICATION
DEGREE: „BACHELOR”

Total hours of theoretical and practical training, consultations, course assignments,
semester and final state examinations - 5298 academic hours
Hours of theory – 2025 academic hours, including:
 - compulsory subjects + 2 Freely selectable  – 1995 hours
 - optional subjects – 30 hours 
Practical training – 3273 academic hours:
 - Training (clinical) practice - semester 1,2,3,4,5,6 – 1140 hours
 - Pre-diploma (clinical) practice - 1600 astronomic hours (2133 academic hours)
Credits:
 One credit corresponds to 30 h workload (auditorium and independent) .
 Credits from the course of study – 230.00
 Credits from final state examinations – 10.00
 Maximum number of credits – 240.00 

Major Curriculum 







Total hours of theoretical and practical training, consultations, course assignments,
semester and final state examinations – 5384 academic hours
Hours of theory – 2250 academic hours, including:
- compulsory subjects – 2190 hours
- freely selectable – 60 hours
- optional subjects – 30 hours
Practical training – 3134 Practical training
- Training (clinical) practice - semester 1,2,3,4,5,6  – 1000 hours
- Pre-diploma (clinical) practice –1600 astronomic hours (2133 academic hours)
Credits:
One credit corresponds to 15 h workload.
Credits from the course of study – 230.00
Credits from final state examinations – 10.00
Maximum number of credits – 240.00

MAJOR “MEDICAL AID” FOR EDUCATIONAL AND 
QUALIFICATION DEGREE "BACHELOR"

Major Curriculum 







MAJOR „PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH MANAGEMENT”
FOR EDUCATIONAL AND QUALIFICATION DEGREE „MASTER”



MAJOR “ KINESITHERAPY”
EDUCATIONAL AND QUALIFICATION DEGREE: „BACHELOR”
Major Curriculum 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE – SOFIA

The Medical College “J. Filaretova” is the oldest medical institution and largest medical education institution
in Bulgaria for the education of medical specialists with college degree in the field of healthcare. Following
the complete three year course of education, the successful graduates of the college are awarded the
educational qualification entitled “professional Bachelor in…”. The education at the Medical College is full-
time.
The medical college educates its students by strictly following the latest educational plans and programs
approved by the Bulgarian Ministry of Science and Education and the other countries in the European
Union.
The educational process is carried out by leading specialists from the Medical University – Sofia –
Professors, Assoc. Professors and Assistant Professors with Ph.D.
The practical education of the students is carried out in the most modern and prestigious hospitals, medical
laboratories, facilities etc. in the Medical University – Sofia. There the students acquire, practice and refine
the practical skills that they will need in their career.
All the specialties in the Medical College “J. Filaretova” are some of the most needed professions in the
world. All countries in EU have a staggering need for our capable and well  trained specialists. 
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According to a recent study most of our specialties ranked near the top of the “100 recession proof jobs”.
The building of the college is an architectural and cultural landmark and was donated by the famous
Bulgarian patriot J. Filaretova over 110 years ago. The college has many modern lecture halls, laboratories,
and cabinets equipped with modern medical and AV technology, the college also has a computer room,
library, sports saloon etc.
Specialty “Medical Laboratory Assistant” Duration of education: 3 years
The motto of this specialty is: “Our goal is accuracy”.
The Medical Laboratory Assistant is the principal performer of a wide spectrum of activities in specialized
clinical, microbiological, histological, parasitological and other laboratories. He/she gets professional
training, acquires skills and knowledge for independent work in the pre-analytical, analytical and post-
analytical phases of the laboratory assays.
The Medical Laboratory Assistant participates in the diagnostic, curative, prophylactic and scientific
activities in hospitals and scientific institutes.
In order to achieve the educational and qualification degree “Professional Bachelor”, The Medical
Laboratory Assistant has to master a certain knowledge and skills in solid list of Medical, Biochemical,
Technical and Social Science and Practices.
The classes are lead in contemporary equipped educational laboratories with independent working places.
The tradition in education of Medical Laboratory Assistants in the Medical College – Sofia and the high
level of training allows them to get successful professional realization. They are sought and preferred in
the medical laboratory job sector.
The new graduates start work in prestigious medical, scientific and industrial clinical, hematological,
microbiological, serological, histological, parasitological, genetic etc. laboratories.

Specialty “X-Ray Technician” Duration of education: 3 years
Being an X-ray technician is a profession of extremely high expectations for the personal qualities and the
professional characteristics of the specialists. The X-ray technicians must be dynamic, versatile,
independent and good team players. It no longer applies to simple old X-ray pictures, but includes
knowledge of a huge number of methods that are invisible to the human eye (ultra sound, mammography,
MRI, CT scan, etc.)
The profession of an X-ray technician has been completely transformed in the past few decades and the
old stigmas related to its jeopardy have been alleviated by many modern innovations and mechanizations.
Being one of the fastest developing areas in health care it is more and more heavily dependent on
Information and Communication Technologies which makes it the perfect choice for people who want to
combine their love for modern technology and health care. Today most of the diagnostic tasks in front of
the Physicians are done by the X-ray technicians. In order to be competitive in their field the X-ray
technicians must have solid knowledge in physics, anatomy, radiobiology. It is of vital importance for them
to know the diagnostic process and treatment of various illnesses.



Our graduates can start work at:
• X–ray studios and X-ray wards at Diagnostic-consultant Centers, highly specialized hospitals, scientific
institutes, dispensaries, sanatoria, resorts and many more, where they could use X-ray diagnostic sets for
conventional investigation or contrast media investigations; DSA sets – for interventional radiology
investigations, ultra sound sets, computer tomography sets, MRI sets, mammography sets, sets for post
processing or saving images, X-ray sets used by dentists.
• Radiation therapy departments
• Nuclear medicine labs
• Radio-immunology labs
• Highly specialized labs where different methods are combined /EEG, EMG, etc./
• Radiobiology labs or studies where sources of radiation are used for diagnostic or treatment purposes

Specialty “Dental technician” Duration of education: 3 years
The specialty “dental technician” is a medico-technical specialty that is vital for orthodontic and prosthetic
dental medicine. This is a profession for the artist at heart, and for the people that love creating beauty and
a wonderful smile in others.
The dental technician is a highly qualified specialist that plans, develops and creates, using the most
modern materials and technological methods different kinds of tooth prosthetic constructions, face and jaw
prosthetics, orthodontic apparatuses etc., that have been ordered from the dental doctors (dentists).
During their education students learn many different disciplines that will broaden their horizon and also
give them knowledge and skills to make them extremely competitive after graduation. Some of the
students start working even before graduation in dental labs, using the most modern materials,
instruments, tools available to the profession.
Thanks to the close contacts with the leading dental firms often the medical college organizes guest lectors
to make presentations of the innovations in the field. Those students that have interest can also do
scientific work along with their lectures.
The graduated dental technicians can work mainly in dental technician labs in Bulgaria but also anywhere
in the world.

Specialty “Physical Therapist” Duration of education: 3 years
The Physical Therapist takes an active part in providing medical rehabilitation treatment during all stages
of the treatment process.
The Physical Therapist works under the supervision of a Doctor of physical and rehabilitation medicine.
The Physical Therapist develops and provides the rehabilitation program of each 



patient. The Physical Therapist is part of a multidisciplinary team of physicians, nurses, social workers,
speech therapists, pedagogues, psychologists, occupational therapists.
The Physical Therapist should have a great amount of medical, social and special knowledge of
kinesitherapy, massage, electrotherapy, hot- and cold-therapy, hydrotherapy, magnet-, ultra sound-and
high-frequency therapy, aerosol therapy, spa therapy, occupational therapy.
The Physical Therapist who is graduated at the Medical College has competence to work in both state and
private practices at specialized and general hospitals, medical centers, physical therapy departments,
reflexotherapy and SPA centers, in the field of sport and professional injuries, social centers and special
schools, resorts, sport clubs, home therapy etc.

Specialty “Assistant Pharmacist” Duration of education: 3 years
The Assistant Pharmacist is an assistant to master pharmacists and takes active part in the medicine
supplies and prescription drug production by delivering:
• assistance in the creation of pharmaceutical recipes and medicinal sheets;
• assistance in the preparation of injectable formulations;
• provides the medicine supplies to pharmaceutical and medical-prophylactic institutions;
• works in section “Drugs without prescriptions” in the reception department of pharmacy;
• participates as an analyst in the analysis of pharmaceuticals;
• is involved in the production of drugs and formulations in pharmaceutical factories. There is an increased
interest in this specialty largely due to the feasibility of development of private business. In cities with a
population up to 5000 inhabitants assistant pharmacist has the right to open private pharmacies, manage
it and also own a drugstore and work in it. Certified assistant pharmacists can work in pharmacies and
hospital pharmacies, herbal pharmacies, pharmacy stores, control and analytical laboratories, research
laboratories, pharmaceutical factories.

Specialty “Public health inspector " Duration of education: 3 years
The greatest leaps in longevity and quality of life are not due to better treatment but because of sanitary
conditions and prophylactics. That is why our motto is: “It is far better to conduct prophylactics of a disease
than treat it”. Public health care needs systematic monitoring of the factors of work, education, living, and
surrounding environments in order to determine their effect on the health of the population.
In specialty “Inspector of Public Health” students conduct the following activities:
• Control of compliance with health requirements for sites of public-purpose products, goods and activities
of importance to human health and factors of environment;
• Control of infectious diseases;



• Control on health status of people who have had contact with infected persons, contageous and
suspected of suffering from infectious diseases, as well as other persons in epidemic indications;
• Promotion of health and integrated disease prevention;
• Laboratory control of the environment and analyzing and evaluating their impact on public health;
• Monitoring, evaluation and control of noise in urban areas and public buildings, contaminants in food
and drinking water;
Our graduates can start work in the Regional Inspection for Protection of the Envioronment and
Water, in departments of hospital hygiene, occupational health services, border control.

Specialty ”Medical Aesthetician” (Medical cosmetics) 
Duration of education: 3 years
Medical Cosmetics is a contemporary, modern and attractive specialty. Our motto is “Beauty and
health for all”. This is the first chance for quality higher education in the aesthetic medical care. In our
college the students excel in the field of aesthetic cosmetics and beauty products.
The medical cosmetologist applies cosmetic care by him or her self according to the acquired
professional skills and in collaboration with other medical and non-medical specialists. They also
perform a myriad of tasks in the field of healthcare and cosmetic services.
Our graduates can start work in cosmetic studios, beauty centers, cosmetic medical centers; SPA-
centers, fitness clubs, hotels, Dermatology Clinics/Offices, Clinics of Aesthetic Medicine, make-up in
theater, cinema, television and others.

Specialty “Massage therapist” with visual impairments 
Duration of education: 3 years
This specialty has been created only for persons with visual impairments diagnosed by an official
medical commission.
Massages are part of the therapeutical program and also for health promotion.
Massage therapists with visual impairments graduated at Medical College are medical specialists.
Massage therapists work under the supervision of a doctor of physical and rehabilitation medicine and
take part of a multidisciplinary team of physicians, physical therapists, nurses, social workers,
pedagogues, psychologists, occupational therapists.



Massage therapists should have high level of communication and professional skills and also great
knowledge of massage, kinesitherapy, hot- and cold-therapy and parts of electrotherapy.

Massage therapists have competence to work at specialized and general hospitals, medical centers, physical
therapy departments, reflexotherapy and SPA centers, departments of hydrotherapy and sport medicine,
resorts, sport clubs, social centers etc.
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SUBSIDIARY – VRATSA
Professor Ivan Mitev, MD

The subsidiary was founded in 1951 as a school for doctor’s assistants. The aim was to assure
the needs for medical staff in the central, southern and northwestern parts of Bulgaria. It used
to be a school for doctor’s assistants for 10 years, then a new specialty was founded – nurse
with general qualification in 1961. During the next years a lot of specialties emerged:
• In 1966 – Children’s nurse
• In 1974 – Dentist’s nurse
• In 1990 – Midwifery
• In 2004 – Medical cosmetics

https://filialvratsa.mu-sofia.bg/
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In 1997 by Decree of the Ministry of Councils of the Republic of Bulgaria the school was
transferred from the Ministry of Health to the structure of the Medical University – Sofia, where it
was established as a Medical college until 2009.
On June 2nd 2009 by Decree of the National Assembly the college was reorganized as a
Subsidiary-Vratsa to the Medical University – Sofia for students’ education in the specialties
“Nurse” and “Midwife” of the professional direction “Healthcare”.

The transition to the Medical University – Sofia requires academic structure. That is why two
Departments are formed:
• Medico-social science
• Healthcare

The education in all theoretical disciplines meets the legal requirements for a subsidiary – over
70% of the lectures are delivered by PhD or doctor’s degree lecturers from the Medical
University
– Sofia.

The practical training is conducted at the accredited healthcare institutions, social and
medico-social institutions as well.
The education in the two specialties – nurse and midwife lasts for 4 years and the students are
awarded Bachelor’s degree in the professional direction “Healthcare”.
Post-graduate specializations are available, as follows:
• Social activities for nurse  – 1 year for students with Bachelor’s degree in Nursing;
• Breastfeeding, balanced and healthy diet consultant - 1 year for graduated nurses, midwifes
and doctor’s assistants.
All successfully graduated students get a specialty-certificate.



The functioning of the Student Councils as a compulsory structure in the Higher Education
Institutions began before 1994. The idea behind their creation was to represent and express
the opinion of the student community to the Higher Education Guidelines.

At the end of 1995, following some changes to the Higher Education Act, Student Councils were
institutionalized as a compulsory unit at each university. The rights and obligations of the
Council are now regulated by the Law on Higher Education. Under these powers, Student
Councils are given a four-year term of office.

In March 2000, after successive amendments to the Law on Higher Education were made, a
Constituent Assembly of the National Representation of Student Councils in the Republic of
Bulgaria was held in Svishtov. The idea behind this organization was to unite student leaders
and create partnerships between them. The main purpose of the National Representation of
Students Councils is to promote the Councils as the main and significant partner of the
University Guidelines in the country.

The Student’s Council at the Medical University - Sofia was founded in 1997. In the spring of
1998 elections were held and the faculty councils of the representatives in the Faculty of
Medicine and Pharmacy were established, then in the autumn of the same year they were
established in other units of the Medical University - Sofia.

THE STUDENT’S COUNCIL OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY – SOFIA



For its 20-year history, the Student Council has always strived to protect the students'
interests, support and encourage them in their endeavors. Representatives of the Student’s
Council of the Medical University - Sofia are members of the governing bodies of the
University and work to resolve student problems and cases.

The Student’s Council of the Medical University - Sofia is the only legitimate representative
of the student community at the University and consists of representatives of the students
and PhD students at the General Assembly of the Medical University - Sofia.

The goals of the Council are related to the realization of the rights of student self-
government; protecting the social interests of trainees at the Medical University;
conducting cultural, sports, scientific, creative, inter-university and international activities.

POWERS OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL

The Student’s Council is a structure existing under the Law on Higher Education and funded
by the budget of the Medical University – Sofia. The powers of the Student Council of the
Medical University - Sofia are regulated in Art. 73 of the Law on Higher Education and the
Regulations on the Structure and Activities of the Student Council, as follows:

1. Organize the election of its representatives in the governing and supervisory bodies of the
higher education institution, as well as in the Board of Trustees;
2. Make proposals for the introduction of additional courses;
3. Make proposals for inviting external lecturers;
4. Organize the establishment of scientific specialized student communities and the
publication of their works;
5. Establish and manage its organizational units as necessary;
6. Establish internal and international educational, cultural and postgraduate contacts
between students;
7. Express an opinion and make proposals for the development of sports activities in the
higher school;
8. Participate in the management of student hostels;
9. Participate in the organization of the educational process, the distribution of scholarships
and student aids;
10. Participate with its representatives in the monitoring of the internal system for evaluation
and maintenance of the quality of education and of the academic staff in the higher
education institution, as well as in the development of questions for the study of student
opinion.

The Student’s Council of the Medical University of Sofia comprises of Faculty Councils of
Representatives at each school, as well as of the Council of Representatives of the Medical
College " Yordanka Filaretova " and Branch Vratsa.

The governing bodies of the Student’s Council are:

-  The President of the Student’s Council, the General Assembly - it is the supreme
governing body of the Student’s Council, in which all student advisers participate,
delegated by each faculty student’s representation of the quota principle, consistent with
quotas of representation in The Academic Council of the Medical University - Sofia in
accordance with Article 35, paragraph 5 of the Regulations on the Structure and Activity of
the Medical University - Sofia and the number of students in structural units and
representatives to PhD students .



-    The Executive Board of the Student’s Council - it is elected by the General Assembly of the
Student Council, and its members are distributed on a quota principle between basic units of
the Medical University - Sofia. It directs the day-to-day activities of the Council .

-    Supervisory Committee of the Student’s Council - it is elected by the General Assembly and
consists of five members. It oversees the overall activities of the Council.

 The permanent committees of the Student’s Council are:

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AND LIFE MATTERS FOR STUDENTS: It consists of five members. The main
activity of the committee is the classification and placement of students in the dormitories of
Medical University - Sofia. MU - Sofia has 8 residential entrances (in Studentski grad and
Lozenets residential area) and about 3000 beds. The meetings are held once a week during the
study period, the Commission also examines complaints and domestic cases among students.
The committee works in close cooperation with the Dormitory Campus of the Medical University
- Sofia.

COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: The core priority in the work of the committee are
questions related to the learning process and curricula. It aims at updating of the Rules of
academic activities in the University. Another focus in the work of the Commission of school
activities is optimization of educational practices. The Commission regularly examines the
received student proposals for optimization of the learning process.

COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES: The main activity of the committee is the creation and
publication of the journal " Praemedicus ", as well as the organization of International
Biomedical Congress - Sofia. The magazine contains of scientific studies and publications of
students, postgraduates and graduates of the Medical University - Sofia and other medical
universities and faculties in Bulgaria. The magazine is issued twice a year. The committee
carries out the selection of students for the financing of their participation in scientific forums of
the Student Council .



COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES: The main activity of the committee is the
coordination of contacts of the Student Council at the Medical University - Sofia with other
similar youth and professional organizations abroad. The committee works mainly towards the
creation of possibilities for student exchange from/to European universities and the world. 

COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: The main activity of the committee is the organization of
cultural and mass student events, such as visits to the theater , opera, ballet and other cultural
events.

SPORTS ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: The committee manages the organization of mass sport events
for students of the Medical University – Sofia, such as football, basketball, bowling and
volleyball tournaments. 

COMMUNITY LIABILITY COMMITTEE: The main activity of the committee is the coordination of
the contacts of the Student Council at the Medical University - Sofia with other student and
youth representations and organizations, with the media and the official institutions. The
initiative of the committee is also the organization of charity campaigns and actions. 

COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION ACTIVITIES: The main work of the committee is to maintain a
page of the Student Council in the social network Facebook and the student website in current
condition. 



The Association of Medical Students in
Bulgaria – Sofia (AMSB – Sofia) is a non-
governmental organization which takes
active part and has influence in the public
health in Bulgaria. It is an organization with
over 20 years of experience which
represents students from the Medical
University of Sofia.
Together with the other 5 Local Committees
of AMSB, we take part in shaping youth and
health policies in Bulgaria. Our members are
ambitious, enterprising, qualified and
responsible young people who are
constantly occupied with different projects
and programs connected with medical
education, public and reproductive health
and human rights. AMSB-Sofia is a member
of the largest international students’
association in the world, IFMSA –
International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations as well as the EMSA – European
Medical Students Association, the
Association of Medical Students in Bulgaria,
the National Youngsters’ Forum and many
more.

The International Federation of Medical
Students’ Associations (IFMSA), founded in
1951, is one of the world’s oldest and largest
student-run organizations. It represents,
connects and engages every day with
medical students from 135 NMOs in 125
countries around the globe.
Their work is divided into four main global
health areas: Public Health, Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights, Medical
Education and Human Rights and Peace.
Each year, we organize over 13,000 clinical
and research exchanges programs for our
students to explore innovations in medicine,
healthcare systems and healthcare delivery
in other settings. IFMSA brings people
together to exchange, discuss and initiate
projects to create a healthier world. It trains
its members to give them the skills and
resources needed to be health leaders. It
advocates for the pressing issues that
matter to us to shape the world we want.
And it does deliver: our projects, our
campaigns and our activities positively
impact the physicians-to be, the
communities they serve, as well as the
health systems around the world in which
they practice as a trainee and eventually a
medical doctor.
IFMSA was created to impact the world and
to empower its members in taking their
vision and ideas, and making them a reality.
IFMSA has inspired generations of medical
students to develop the leadership abilities
and skills to take on challenges and to
improve the world around them in an early
yet crucial period of their career. Engaging in
IFMSA encourages both professional and
personal collaborations irrespective of
geographical, social, cultural, religious,
racial, sexual and political differences. As a
result, future doctors are becoming more
culturally aware and sensitive physicians.



The IFMSA experience shows students that they are not merely passive subjects in a rapidly
globalizing world but rather valuable individuals with a potentially powerful role to play in
global health. IFMSA hence offers medical students a taste of the real and pressing health
issues worldwide, and help them learn that their idealistic goals can be achieved with readily
attainable knowledge and commitment.
In IFMSA, the emphasis is placed on students returning to their local environments with new
ideas and the skills to implement them. As the doctors of tomorrow and future leaders of
health, we feel confident that our students will carry this spirit with them throughout their
professional lives so that they positively impact the communities they serve.

Objectives:

·To expose medical students to humanitarian and global health issues, providing them with the
opportunity to educate themselves and their peers;
·To facilitate partnerships between the medical student community and international
organizations working on health, education, and medicine;
·To give medical students the opportunity to take part in clinical and research exchanges
worldwide;
·To provide a network that links active medical students across the globe, including student
leaders, project managers, and activists, so that they can learn from and be motivated by
each other;
·To provide an international framework in which medical student projects can be initiated,
developed and implemented;
·To empower and train medical students to take a role in bringing about the necessary
changes to improve the health of all global citizens.


