EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Community research
International Cooperation
International cooperation is an integral part of the Health Theme and project consortia in all areas are encouraged to include organisations from third countries, especially from the International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC) and from countries with Scientific and Technological cooperation agreements with the EU according to the participation rules. Funding can be provided to participants from the ICPCs, whereas funding for organisations from industrialised third countries may be provided on a case by case basis if considered essential for carrying out the project.

International cooperation will be implemented via two mechanisms:
1. Opening of all activities of the Theme to international cooperation. Third country participation is particularly emphasised [enhanced international participation) in the areas addressing global health problems: Anti-microbial drug resistance, HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, and emerging epidemics, as well as in certain individual topics in the other areas of the Theme, as indicated in the text.
2. Specific International Cooperation Actions [SICA) which aim to generate, share and use knowledge through research partnerships with third countries in the areas identified through bi-regional dialogues with third countries/regions and international fora, on the basis of mutual interest and mutual benefit. Research areas may include: health policy research, health systems and health care service research, neglected infectious diseases and emerging unforeseen policy needs in those regions, as well as other topics of strategic importance. Collaborative projects must involve at least two participants from two different Member States or Associated countries and at least two partners from two different ICPCs.
The European interest in opening the themes to international partners can be seen in the context of globalisation and the need to remain competitive by collaborating widely, while at the same time aiding sustainable development in lower income countries and strengthening ties to third countries in general, including industrialised countries. In this way the inclusion of a third country partner in a project can be regarded as enhancing the European added value of the joint effort. Any such participation has though to be carefully weighted with regard to the benefits to the projects and the European research community. Furthermore the participation has to be balanced and well justified in the proposal.
For the calls corresponding to the first Work Programme of the Health Theme, the SICA topics are mainly to be found in the second call. For these first two calls an amount of 64 million Euro has been earmarked for SICA projects. This is expected to rise in the later years. For international collaboration in other topics there is no such specified budget.
Optimising the delivery of health care to European citizens
Translating clinical research into clinical practice
The main objective under Translating clinical research into clinical practice is to better understand clinical decision-making making, and the appropriate use of behavioural and organisation interventions and health therapies and technologies. Special attention will be given to patient safety.
• Implementation of research into healthcare practice Funding scheme: Collaborative Projects
(small or medium-scale focused research projects) 

•Self medication and patient safety 

Funding scheme: Collaborative Projects (small or medium-scale focused research projects)
• Patient Safety Research Network
Funding scheme: Coordination and Support action
• Improving clinical decision making
• Better use of medicines
• Continuity of clinical care
• Patient self-management of chronic disease 

Funding scheme: Collaborative Projects (small or medium-scale focused research projects)
Quality, efficiency and solidarity of health systems
• Evaluation of disease management programmes
• Health system and long tern care of the elderly
• Mobility of health professionals
• Health care human resource planning in nursing
• Clinician working time and patient safety
• Health outcome measures and population ageing
• Trends of population health European system of Diagnosis-related group (DRG) 

Funding scheme: Collaborative Projects (small or medium-scale focused research projects)
Enhanced health promotion and disease prevention
• Promoting healthy behaviour in children and adolescents
• Interventions addressing the gradient of health inequalities
• Public health interventions addressing the abuse of alcohol
• Evaluation of suicide prevention strategies across and within European countries
• Improve vaccination coverage 

Funding scheme: Collaborative Projects [small or medium-scale focused research projects]
Horizontal Coordination and support actions

• Disease networks of centres of reference
• Effectiveness of health investments
• Patient mobility and access to information
• Brokering research into policy
• A road-map for ageing research
• Health services research conference
• Mental health Research Conference
• Public Health Intervention research conference
Specific international cooperation actions for health systems research
Topics for SICA - Deadline 18 September 2007
CONTACT
Kevin McCarthy - Public Health Research
Tel +32 2 2953938 - kevin.mccarthy@ec.europa.eu
Gesa Hansen - gesa.hansen@ec.europa.eu Jan Paehler - jan.paehler@ec.europa.eu 

Oyvind Hope - oyvind.hope@ec.europa.eu 

Henriette van Eijl - henriette.van-eijl@ec.europa.eu
FP7 IS MORE FAVORABLE TO SME PARTICIPATION
FP7 has a broader approach to health research than FP6, covering also new areas, such as medical technologies and public health... Furthermore, it is a 7 year programme, with long term continuity of structure, rules and procedures.
Better funding
FP7 'rules of participation' allows funding of up to 75% for research and development activities of SMEs, rather than the 50% of the previous framework programme. Management and training activities are funded up to 100%.

Better protection of intellectual property
The rules governing intellectual property in EU-funded projects have been greatly improved in the last framework programmes. Clearer IPR rules are designed with more attention to the special needs of SMEs.
Reduced need for financial checks and bank guarantees
In FP7, a guarantee fund replaces the 'collective financial responsibility'. This fund is set up to cover the financial risks of defaulting project participants.
More information on 7th Framework Programme
http://cordis.europa.eu/fr/home.html 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7

WHERE TO GET HELP TO PREPARE A PROPOSAL
Contact them at
http://www.smesgohealth.org/
(you may also see: http://www.smesgolifesciences.be)
The SME Contact Officer in the Health Directorate is 

Ludovica Serafini, e-mail: ludovica.serafini@ec.europa.eu
Other Support Services
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/get-support en.html
In addition to FP7, other forms of support for innovation will be funded though other EU institutions, in particular the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme [CIP] financed by DG Enterprise.
(http://cordis.europa.eu/innovation/en/policy/cip.htm]
The European Medicine Agency [EMEA] has established an 'SME Office', which is dedicated to addressing the particular needs of smaller companies
(http://www.emea.eu.int/SME/SMEoveiview.htm)

Pédiatrie medical products

Drug Safety research
Living and working conditions
Health Statistics
Framework Condition on Tobacco Control
CONTACT
Aziza Haas - Horizontal aspects and coordination Unit 

Tel +32 2 2985744 - aziza.haas@ec.europa.eu
Biotechnology, generic tools and technologies for human health
High- throughput research
CONTACT
Christina Kyriakopoulou
Genomics and Systems Biology Unit
tel +32 2 29 59890 - christina.kyriakopoulou@ec.europa.eu
Detection, diagnosis and monitoring
CONTACT
Jean-Luc Sanne - Health Biotechnology Unit
tel +32 2 29 92589 - jean-luc.sanne@ec.europa.eu
Predicting suitability, safety and efficacy of therapies
CONTACT
Christian Wimmer - Health Biotechnology Unit
tel +32 2 29 99787 - christian.wimmer@ec.europa.eu
Innovative therapeutic approaches and interventions
REGENERATIVE MEDICINE
CONTACT
Charles Kessler - Health Biotechnology Unit
tel +32 2 29 56112 - charles.kessler@ec.europa.eu
Translating research for human health
Research on the brain and related diseases, human development and ageing
CONTACT
Patrizia Tosetti - Medical and Public Health Research 

Tel +32 2 29 84990 - patrizia.tosetti@ec.europa.eu
Alfredo Cesario - Medical and Public Health Research 

Tel +32 2 29 63372 - alfredo.cesario@ec.europa.eu
Human development and ageing
CONTACT
Beatrice Lucaroni - Genomics and Systems Biology Unit 

Tel 02 2962229 - Beatrice.Lucaroni@ec.europa.eu
Translating research for human health
CONTACT
Christina Kyriakopoulou - Genomics and Systems Biology Unit 

Tel +32 2 2959892 - christina.kyriakopoulou@ec.europa.eu
Translating research for human health
Major infectious diseases

CONTACT
Anna Lönnroth - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel: +32 2 2994210 - anna.lonnroth@ec.europa.eu
Cornelius Schmaltz - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2958984 - cornelius.schmaltz@ec.europa.eu
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis
CONTACT
Manuel Romaris - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2998733 - manuel.romaris@ec.europa.eu
Hannu Laang - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2969602 - hannu.laang@ec.europa.eu
Potentially new and re-emerging epidemics
CONTACT
Anna Lönnroth - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2994210 - anna.lonnroth@ec.europa.eu
Cornelius Schmaltz - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2958984 - cornelius.schmaltz@ec.europa.eu
CONTACT
Ole Olesen - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2953999 - ole.olesen@ec.europa.eu
Andreas Holtel - Infectious Diseases Unit
Tel +32 2 2953716 - andreas.holtel@ec.europa.eu
Translational research in other major diseases:
Cancer, Cardiovascular disease, Diabetes and obesity, Rare diseases, Other chronic diseases

Cancer
CONTACT
Medical and Public Health Research Unit
Maria Vidal-Ragoût - Tel +32 2 29 65789          maria-jose.vidal-ragout@ec.europa.eu
Jan Van de Loo - Tel +32 2 29 87492                jan-willem.van-de-loo@ec.europa.eu
Elengo Manoussaki - Tel +32 2 29 95915          elengo.manoussaki@ec.europa.eu
Olaf Keim - Tel +32 2 29 86459                         olaf.kelm@ec.europa.eu
Stefan Jungbluth - Tel +32 2 29 62740              stefan.jungbluth@ec.europa.eu
Cardiovascular disease
CONTACT
Virginija Dambrauskaite - Medical and Public Health Research

Tel +32 2 2921208 - virginija.dambrauskaite@ec.europa.eu
Diabetes and obesity
CONTACT
Nathalie Vercruysse - Public Health Research
Tel. +32-2-296-6561 - nathalie.vercruysse@ec.euopa.eu
Rare diseases
CONTACT
Catherine Berens - Medical and Public Health Research 

Tel. +32-2-295-0940 - catherine.berens@ec.europa.eu
Other chronic diseases
CONTACT
Catherine Berens - Medical and Public Health Research 

Tel. +32-2-295-0940 - catherine.berens@ec.europa.eu
Elmar Nimmesgern - Medical and Public Health Research 

Tel: +32 2 2969304 - Elmar.Nimmesgern@ec.europa.eu
Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA)
Contact
Indridi Benediktsson - Horizontal aspects and Coordination Unit 

Tel: +32 2 29 93137 - indridi.benediktsson@ec.europa.eu
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